cheques for reasonable amounts, handing over mille notes,
the absence of which I was bitterly to regret I even paid
for the ticket of one dear old lady whose name I do not
know and whom I will never see again. I think we all
lost our heads a little in that turmoil, but we were sub-
mitting to conditions of living which I should think un-
likely ever to descend upon the world again. As day after
day went by, people left off trying these schemes for depart-
ure, which seemed doomed always to failure. The crowds
faded away, the expensive hotels began to clamour for their
money, and slowly a dull morbid despair of ever extricat-
ing ourselves from the present situation began to affect
us all day by day. Probably the greatest disappoint-
ment occurred not very long after the departure of the
two coal ships. The private yacht belonging to the ex-
Khedive was lying in port in the care of the agent, and
it was suggested by a Colonel------, a retired officer of the
British Army whose name I have forgotten, that we should
approach the agent and see if it was possible to charter it.
If we could not get as far as England we thought we might
at least get to Gibraltar.   Colonel------, the agent and I
talked it over with Lord Furness, the moneyed man of the
party, and we drew up a scheme in which it was arranged
that we should ask a certain number of people who could
afford a reasonable sum to find something toward the
charter, and also a half-dozen of us agreed to revictual the
boat for a fortnight or so, providing the cost and collecting
what we could according to their means from the others.
We began to look upon the matter as settled. Some of us,
even including ourselves, had our luggage brought on
board and began to think all our troubles were over-
Then, at the last moment, came disappointment. The
agent received a cable from his employer declining abso-
lutely to charter the boat for the purpose we required it.
There was no getting round it, die agent was adamant.
Miserably we had to collect our belongings and send for
conveyances again to get us back to the hoteL The
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